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 American Board of Surgery Changes
 Collecting Learner MOC Information
 Adding MOC to an Activity in PARS
 Reporting Learners for MOC
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Does your organization 
report MOC credits into 

PARS?
Answer in the Poll
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MOC Overview

MOC stands for Maintenance of Certification.

Currently the ACCME collaborates with 6 Specialty Boards.

This collaboration allows Accredited CME Providers to report 
MOC credits earned by physicians.
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Some boards use the term 
‘Continuous Certification’ or 

‘Continuing Certification’ 
instead of MOC



Current Specialty Boards Collaborating 
with ACCME

American Board of 
Anesthesiology
ABA

American Board of 
Internal Medicine
ABIM

American Board of Otolaryngology 
– Head and Neck Surgery

ABOHNS

American Board of 
Pathology
ABPath

American Board of 
Pediatrics
ABP

American Board of 
Surgery

ABS
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American Board of  
Orthopaedic Surgery
ABOS
Coming October 2023



Board Requirements
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Each specialty board has different credit types that can be registered for MOC.  The 
table below lists each board and the credit types that can be offered.



MOC Credit Type Requirements

ABA; ABPath; ABS; 
ABOS

• Must meet CME 
Requirements

• Activity is relevant to 
learners certified by the 

specialty board

ABIM; ABOHNS; 
ABS; ABP; ABOS

• Must meet CME 
Requirements

• Includes an evaluation 
component with a 

“participation threshold”

• Provides feedback to 
learners

ABIM; ABOHNS; 
ABPath

• Must meet CME 
Requirements

• Addresses a quality or 
safety gap

• Has specific, measurable 
aims for improvement
• Assesses impact of 

interventions

ABA; ABIM; ABOHNS
• Must meet CME 

requirements

• Addresses foundational 
safety knowledge and/or 

prevention of adverse events

• Must be offered in 
conjunction with another 

MOC Activity Type

Accredited 
CME

Accredited CME 
with Evaluation 
and Feedback

Accredited CME 
Improvement 

Activity

Accredited 
Patient Safety 

CME
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American Board 
of Surgery 
Changes
Effective July 1, 2023



ACCME Announcement – February 3, 2023 
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Changes for MOC Credit Reporting
Old System

Physicians submitted certificates to the 
American Board of Surgery to self-report 
MOC Credits earned.

AND/OR

Accredited Providers reported ABS MOC 
credits earned by physicians in PARS.  
The ABS could then access this 
information.

New System

Physicians are no longer able to self-
report ABS MOC credits to the specialty 
board.

SO

Accredited Providers must report ABS 
MOC credits for physicians in PARS. 

(If they choose to report these credits for 
their learners)
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What Do You Need To Do As An 
Accredited Provider?

Collect Learner Information

Add MOC to Relevant PARS Activities

Report MOC Earned into PARS
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1.

2.

3.



1. Collect Learner Information

To report MOC for learners, you will need to collect the following 
information:

 First Name
 Last Name
Month and Day of Birth
 Permission to Report MOC Credits
 Specialty Board
 Board ID Number
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1. Collect Learner Information
Consent Form

Best for use with a repeated group of 
learners

Have learners complete a consent form 
once for all activities.
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Consent 
Form 
Example
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1. Collect Learner Information
Consent Form

Best for use with a repeated group of 
learners

Have learners complete a consent form 
once for all activities.

Evaluation

Best for use with a changing group of 
physicians.

Ask for the necessary information on the 
evaluation form learners complete at the 
end of each relevant activity.
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Evaluation Example
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2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Relevant Activities

Those that involve surgery practice areas such as:

- Bariatric Surgery

- Complex General Surgical Oncology

- Hand Surgery

- Hospice and Palliative Medicine

- Neurocritical Care

MOC Can be added to any Active or Ready to Close Activity
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- Pediatric Surgery

- Surgical Critical Care

- Vascular Surgery

- General Surgery



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 1: Add or Edit an Existing Activity. 

  Add a URL.
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MOC Activities require a URL, otherwise, the activity 
will remain in Draft Form.



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 2: Under MOC, choose Yes
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2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 3: Choose a Certifying Board from the Drop-Down Menu
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2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 4: Choose Practice Areas Relevant to Activity

09/26/2023 UPDATES TO THE MOC PROCESS 21

Note: This screen appears AFTER the usual final 
screen when creating an activity.



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 5: Indicate the Credit Type
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Note: Self-Assessment has additional 
requirements beyond CME requirements.



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 6: Indicate the Number of MOC Points Offered
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This can be equal to or less than the number of CME Credits



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 7: Indicate the Last Day Learners Can Claim MOC Credit
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Some Specialty Boards have requirements about when they 
want their learner credit reported. 

ABS – Up to 5 years after 
completion
ABP – No later than December 1st 
of current calendar year, but wants 
learners reported within 30 days.

Others are up to the provider.



2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
Step 8: Attest that the Program Follows MOC Requirements and 
Allow ACCME to Access and Publish Information
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2. Add MOC to Relevant PARS 
Activities
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3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

After the activity, MOC credits can be reported on an individual basis or 
batch uploaded.

1. To Add Individual Learners, click on the activity
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3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

2. Enter Learner Information
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Note: MOC 
can be 
reported 
without 
reporting 
the CME.



3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

3. Click Add a Certifying Board
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4. Choose a Board from the 
Drop-Down Menu

Only Boards associated with the 
activity will appear.



3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

5. Enter Board ID and Credits
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These numbers will be the same if 
there is only one credit type.



3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

The system will let you know if 
the learner is matched (found 
in the system) or not matched.

Credits can only be reported 
when they are matched.
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When Learner is matched:



3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

When Learner is not matched:
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Look up Learner on Specialty Board site

Contact Learner to make sure information is correct

Ask if they have had any former names



3. Report MOC Earned in PARS

To Batch Upload Learners
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Please see previous presentation on CME Passport and Learner 
Reporting in PARS on the Downloads – Accredited Providers page of 
the MMA Website

OR

Visit ACCME website with PARS information: https://accme.org/pars

https://www.mainemed.com/cme-downloads-accredited-providers
https://accme.org/pars


Where To Find More Information

CME That Counts for 
MOC

On ACCME Website 

https://accme.org/cme-
counts-for-moc

CME for Maintenance 
of Certification 
Program Guide

Download from:
- ACCME website
https://www.accme.org/publ
ications/cme-for-moc-
program-guide
- MMA Downloads – 
Accredited Providers 
website
https://www.mainemed.com
/cme-downloads-
accredited-providers

Specialty Board 
Websites

ABA

ABIM

ABOHNS

ABOS

ABPath

ABP

ABS
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https://accme.org/cme-counts-for-moc
https://accme.org/cme-counts-for-moc
https://www.accme.org/publications/cme-for-moc-program-guide
https://www.accme.org/publications/cme-for-moc-program-guide
https://www.accme.org/publications/cme-for-moc-program-guide
https://www.mainemed.com/cme-downloads-accredited-providers
https://www.mainemed.com/cme-downloads-accredited-providers
https://www.mainemed.com/cme-downloads-accredited-providers
https://www.theaba.org/maintain-certification/
https://www.abim.org/maintenance-of-certification/
https://www.abohns.org/
https://www.abos.org/moc/
https://abpath.org/
https://www.abp.org/content/maintenance-certification-moc
https://www.absurgery.org/?exam-mocreqs


Summary 

- Accredited Providers are now responsible for reporting ABS MOC 
Credits through PARS.

- Utilize a consent form or evaluation tool to collect learner information 
and permission.

- Add MOC to relevant activities in PARS (not all activities).
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Questions?



Upcoming Sessions
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October 24th 11am-3:45pm
Virtual Conference
Open to All Accredited 
Providers
Hosted by ACCME
$50 Registration Fee

10 Things You May 
Not Have Known 
about AMA CreditTo Be Scheduled

For Providers with 2024
Decision Dates
Via Zoom

Reaccreditation 
Process

37

November 9th 9-9:30am
Via Zoom

Learn to Thrive Plus



A Virtual Gathering for the 
Accredited CE Community

October 24, 2023
10:00 am – 3:45 pm CT

Registration Deadline: 
 Friday, October 20, 2023 

5:00 pm CT

Fees (per person): 
• Accredited Providers = $50
• Recognized & Colleague 

Accreditors = $50
• Non-Accredited 

Organizations = $100

 www.accmemeeting.org/learntothriveplus 

   

http://www.accmemeeting.org/learntothriveplus


Learn to Thrive 2024 
Call for Proposals – Now Open!

Accepting submissions until Monday, 
October 30, 2023 for…
 Inspire & Teach! peer-led session 

proposals (1-hour) 

 Intensive session proposals (2-hour) 

 CE Research & Scholarship project 
abstracts

 2024 Working Group proposals

Help shape the educational trajectory of Learn to Thrive 2024

 www.accmemeeting.org/callforproposals 

http://www.accmemeeting.org/callforproposals


Upcoming Sessions
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October 24th 11am-3:45pm
Virtual Conference
Open to All Accredited 
Providers
Hosted by ACCME
$50 Registration Fee

10 Things You May 
Not Have Known 
about AMA CreditTo Be Scheduled

For Providers with 2024
Decision Dates
Via Zoom

Reaccreditation 
Process

40

November 9th 9-9:30am
Via Zoom

Learn to Thrive Plus



Thank you
Elizabeth Ciccarelli
eciccarelli@mainemed.com
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