MMA Public Health Committee
April 9, 2014
4pm-6pm

Conference Call Dial in Number: 1-877-668-4493 **Note this is a new number®*
Access Code: 23025386

AGENDA

(5 min) I. Welcome and Introductions — Drs. Lani Graham
(5 min) II. Acceptance of February 2014 Minutes (attachment 1)
(5 min) III. Announcements

(45 min) IV. Priority Topics
1. Committee priorities for 2014-2015 (attachments 2, 3 & 4)
a. Review of Survey Monkey Results, discussion & voting
b. Implications for meeting agendas, member engagement

(45 min) V. Old Business & Brief Updates
1. Legislative Updates (Ms. Barnard, MMA Staff)
LD 1578 & 1487, Medicaid Expansion
LD 1345, Single Payer
LD 1699, HIV Education
LD 1719, FHM Funding
LD 1811, Drug Enforcement
State Budget
¢. Safe Chemicals Act
Climate Change & Adaptation
Update on Domestic Violence Linkage Project (Dr. Postman)
Updates from MeCDC (Dr. Sears)
Physician Wellness (Dr. Graham)
a. Carried over from February: Update on workplace Injuries/ OSHA (attachment 5)
6. Update on Trigger Lock Campaign (Ms. Barnard/Dr. Walworth)
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(15 min) VI. New Business
1. New Public Health Issues on the Horizon
2. Upcoming Events
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MMA Public Health Committee — 2014 Priority Planning

Current Commiittee Priorities (2012-2013):
1) Obesity & Environmental Toxins, including Maine’s Kid Safe Product Act and reform of
the Toxic Substances Control Act
2) Physician Wellness
3) Preserving the Fund for a Healthy Maine and the Public Health Infrastructure
4) Domestic Violence

Prior Committee Priorities (2009-2011)
1) Environmental Toxins (emphasis on TSCA & KSPA)
2) Childhood Immunizations (emphasis on Universal Vaccination Program)
3) Public Health Infrastructure
4) Health Effects of Climate Change {emphasis on Clean Air Act)
5) Youth Health (Childhood Obesity & Tobacco Use) (added 2011)

Other Issues Addressed in 2012-2013: See attached annual report

Other Issues Addressed in 2011:
1) Nuclear Weapons (New START & Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty)
2) Health Care Worker Influenza Vaccination Rates
3) Response to Legislative Proposals (seatbelt enforcement, vaccinations, minors’ rights, head
injury, bullying)

Other [ssues Addressed in 2010:
1) Drafting of State Health Plan
2) Lyme’s Disease (planned to hold educational seminars & educate on long term antibiotic use)
3) Weapons (firearms in parks, New START, CTBT)
4) Gubernatorial Forum

Resolutions Passed in 2013
1) Bicycle Safety & Funding
2) Prohibiting Tobacco Sales in Health Care Settings
3) Supporting and Evidence-Basis for Public Health Policies
4) Updating MMA Poll on Physician’s Opinions on Single Payer Health Care

Resolutions Passed in 2012
1) Antibiotic Stewardship
2) Possession of Dangerous Weapons
3) Public Health Infrastructure
4) Sugar Sweetened Beverages

Resolutions Passed in 2011
1) Global Climate Change and Wind Power




2)
3)
4)
5)

Government Interference in Patient Counseling
Influenza Vaccination Policies for Health Care Workers
Supporting the Clean Air Act

Prescription Drug Abuse (MMA Executive Committee)

Resolutions Passed in 2010:
1} Toxic Substances Control Act
2) New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty with Russia and The Comprehensive Nuclear Test

Ban Treaty

Resolutions Passed in 2009:

y

2)
3)
4)
3)
6)
7)

Commitment to Promote Physician Involvement & Leadership in Maine’s Public Health
Infrastructure

Childhood Immunization and Insurance Coverage Gaps

Integrating Early Oral Health Into Medical Practices

Global Climate Change

Hand Coughing & Sneezing (Dr. Lounsbury)

Physicians Order for Life Sustaining Treatment (POLST) (MMA Ethics Committee)
Wind Energy & Public Health (Drs. Aniel & Nissenbaum)



MAINE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
2013 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE
by
Lani Graham, MD & Daniel Oppenheim, MD, Co-chairs

As in the past, the Public Health Committee has been very active this year,
meeting every-other month in person or by phone.

The Commuttee has currently identified the following priorities:

1) Obesity & Environmental Toxins, including Maine’s Kid Safe Product Act and
reform of the Toxic Substances Control Act

2) Physician Wellness

3) Preserving the Fund for a Healthy Maine and the Public Health Infrastructure

4) Domestic Violence

The Committee made significant progress in these four areas, as well as
responding to various public health issues that came up throughout the year and during
the legislative session.

In order to show the depth and breadth of the issues addressed by the Committee,
this report will focus on reviewing the scope of issues taken on or discussed by the
Committee this year. The work of the Committee is relevant to physicians of all
specialties — from primary care to cardiology, surgery and infectious disease - and we
encourage MMA Members to join us in our work, regardless of whether you consider
yourself a public health “expert.”

e Antibiotic Stewardship: Participated in Get Smart About Antibiotic Week with
cobranded media campaign with MeCDC

s Bisphenol-A: Testified at administrative and legislative hearings regarding
removing BPA from children’s products, submitted op-eds and letters to the
editor; met with congressional delegation, submitted statements in support of
etforts to reform federal Toxic Substances Control Act

¢ Clean Air Standards: Sent letters and testified on federal and state air quality
regulations

* Climate Change and Adaptation: Testified in favor of bill to require Maine
DEP to start implementing climate change adaptation report

* Domestic Violence: Advocated for Nellie’s Web, a coalition looking to increase
health professional knowledge about the link between domestic violence and
animal abuse, in seeking fiscal sponsorship from the Maine Medical Education
Trust; continued linkages to Physicians For Social Responsibility screening
project and Maine Coalition to End Domestic Violence

¢ Gun Control: Advocated for final MMA Board adoption of policy on Possession
of Dangerous Weapons, testified on relevant legislation at statehouse



Health Reform/Health Coverage: Received updates on efforts to accept federal
funds to expand Medicaid coverage to low-income Mainers, coordinated with
MMA Legislative Committee

Lyme Disease: Testified and contacted legislators in opposition to bill that would
require MeCDC to provide non-evidence based treatment guidelines on website
Mosquito-borne illnesses: Discussed legislative proposal regarding pesticide use,
and other approaches, with MeCDC

Obesity/Physical Activity: Testified on bill in support of increased physical
activity and improved nutrition policies in schools

Pertussis: Received updates from MeCDC regarding outbreaks and efficacy of
Tdap vaccine

Physician Wellness: Received updates and coordinated with the Medical
Professionals Health Program

Public Health Infrastructure: Continued support for Healthy Maine
Partnerships, Fund for a Healthy Maine and local public health infrastructure
through testimony at statehouse and other efforts

Sugar Sweetened Beverage Tax: Spoke at and gathered support from other
health care provider organizations such as Maine Dental Association and
Downeast Association of Physician Assistants

Tanning: Testified, contacted legislators, and actively supported AAP campaign
to ban minors from using tanning beds

Tar Sands: Considered scientific evidence, heard expert speakers and drafted
letter in opposition to tar sands transportation through Maine

Tobacco Control: Testified, spoke at press events, and wrote op-eds regarding
tobacco cessation coverage, taxing cigarettes and other tobacco products,
exposure to second hand smoke

Work Force: Received update from Dora Mills, MD, regarding public health
degrees offered by University of New England

Vaccinations: Testitied and contacted legislators on several legislative proposals
that would either strengthen or undermine childhood vaccination rates

We would like to thank all of the members of the Public Health Committee for

their time and commitment to our work. They are all extremely dedicated to improving
the health of Mainers and we thank them for all they have done, from letter writing, to
testifying to planning educational sessions. We are already anticipating another busy and
productive year and look forward to new MMA members joining us in our efforts.
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News Release

LS. Department of Labor

Rejease Number: 14-69-NAT
Date: Jan. 15, 2014

Contact: Jesse Lawder
Phone: 202-693-4659

Email: lawder iesse@dolaoy

OSHA releases new resources
to protect hospital workers and enhance patient safety

WASHINGTON -~ The U.S. Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health
Administration today launched a new educational Web resource,
hittp:/fwww.osha.gov/hospitals, which has extensive materials to help hospitals
prevent worker injuries, assess workplace safety needs, enhance safe patient
handling programs, and implement safety and health management systems. The

materials include fact books, seif-assessments and best practice guides.

"These new materials can help prevent hospital worker injuries and Improve

~ patient safety, while reducing costs,” said Dr. David Michaels, assistant secretary
of labor for occupational safety and health. "At the heart of these materials are the
lessons from high-performing hospitals that have implemented best practices to
reduce workplace injuries while also improving patient safety.”

"By fostering research to identify injury risk factors and safety interventions, steps
can be taken to save costs and enhance service to the patients,” said Dr, John
Howard, director of the Natigna! Institute for Oooupational Safety and Health,

The website's materials on safe patient handling are designed to address the most common type of injuries hospital workers face, and
hospitals can use these resources to protect their workers, improve patient safety and reduce costs.

Hospital workers face serious hazards, including: lifing and moving patients, workplace violence, slips and falls, exposure to chemicais and
hazardous drugs, exposures to infectious diseases and needlesticks. In 2012, U.S, hospitals recorded 250,000 work-related injuries and
linesses, almost 60,000 of which caused employees to miss work. Nationwide, workers' compensation losses result in a total annual
expense of $2 billion for hospitals.

Michaels was joined on a cail announcing the resources by Howard, Dr, Lucian Leape chairman of the Lugian Leape Institute at the National
Patient Safely Foundation, and &, Erin S, DuPree, chief medical officer and vice president of the Joint Commission Center for Transforming
Under the Occupational Safely and Health Act of 1970, employers are responsible for providing safe and healthful workplaces for their
employees, OSHA's role is to ensure these conditions for America’s working men and women by setting and enforcing standards, and
providing training, education and assistance. For more information, visit www.osha.gov.

#HE

U.S. Department of Labor releases are accessible on the Internet at ftip: //www.dol.aoy. The information in this news release will be made
available in alternate format {large print, Braille, audiotape or disc) from the COAST office upon reguest. Please specify which news release
when placing your request at 202-693-7828 or TTY 202-693-7755. The Labor Department is committed to providing America's employers
and employees with easy access to understandable information on how to comply with its laws and regulations. For more information,
please visit Mg /fwwen dol.gov/compliance.
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