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Board Member 10-5        Member 10-5        

R. Schlager, MD, Chair  P        M. McAllister, MD          

J. Barkin, MD          M. Parker, MD          P        

A. Berman, MD P        C. Pattavina, MD P        

R. Best, MD          B. Pierce, MD CC        

P. Cain, MD P         N. Piper, DO CC        

R. Chagrasulis, MD P        A. Qazi, DO         

G. D’Augustine, MD CC         L. Ryan, DO P        

J. Fazeli, MD P                 

S. Feder, DO P                 

R. Flowerdew, MD P        MMA Staff         

M. Gleaton, MD P        S. Kring P        

H. Goorhuis, MD P        H. Lukas P        

S. Hanson, MD P        A. MacLean P        

R. Hicks, MD P         D. McMahon P        

H. Jarawan, MD P         P. Michaud P        

P. Killoran, MD          D. Poulin P        

N. Knowland P         G. Smith P        

D. Kreckel, MD P                 

A. Madden, MD CC                 

T. Marshall, MD CC                 

 

Topic Discussion Action 

1..  Call to Order 

      Determination of Quorum 

 

Dr. Fazeli called the meeting to order at 4:09 pm, with a quorum confirmed.      
 
The new board members were welcomed to the meeting:  Henk Goorhuis, MD, Raymond Hicks, MD and Medical 
Student Nicholas Knowland.  Ryan Best, MD, Medical Resident was not able to attend.   
Mr. Smith gave recognition to all members of the board who completed their service on the board:  Brian Fulmer, 
Medical Student, Challa Reddy, MD, Kenneth Lombard, MD and Kathryn Rensenbrink, MD. 

 

2.   Board Chair Report     
         a.  Executive Committee  
              Meeting 
         
 

Dr. Fazeli summarized the most important aspects of the 3 pm Executive Committee Meeting held just prior to the 
Board Meeting.  The plan for the process of member input on the Statement of Reform of the US Health Care System is 
to conduct a Survey Monkey to rank the items included in the document and the option for general comments.   The 
survey will open for an amount of time to allow adequate analysis of the results in preparation for the November 4 
Board meeting.   The Federal subpoena from Anthem (with MMA against the merger) was handled with assistance from 
an attorney hired by the AMA with all documents sent appropriately.  Two new proposals from MMA to provide services 
to the two specialty societies.; the Maine Podiatric Medical Association (at an initial contract fee of $5,000 annually).  
Mr. Smith consulted with some orthopedic surgeons who were in support thus validating few conflicts of interest with 

 

 
 
 
Two new proposed 
specialty society contracts 
to be shared with the 
Board members. 
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Topic Discussion Action 

this proposal. The second proposal is to the Maine Chapter of the American College of Surgeons who are currently 
changing leadership and this group has been of interest to MMA for many years.  At this time, there is no dollar amount 
set as the specified services are yet to be defined. The President’s Retreat will focus on prioritization of MMA’s work for 
the coming year.  MMA Staff will then discuss these items and set a plan of action for each priority item that will be 
presented at the December 7 BOD meeting.  

3.  Review and approval of  
     minutes of September 9, 2016 
 

The September 9, 2016 meeting minutes were presented for approval.   A motion was made to 
accept the minutes, 
motion seconded and 
approved. 

4.  Organizational Meeting 

a. Election of Board Chair 
 

b. Election of 3 members 
at large to Executive 
Committee 

 

c. Election of Treasurer 
 
 

d.     Election of Secretary     

 
A nomination was made and seconded for Robert Schlager, MD to be Board Chair.   
 
A nomination was made for Amy Madden, MD, Richard Flowerdew, MD and Mark McAllister, MD to be the 3 at large 
members to the Executive Committee.  No other nominations made.  
 
 
 
A nomination was made for Michael Parker, MD to be Treasurer.  No other nominations made.   
 
Mr. Smith noted as per the MMA Bylaws that a Secretary is to be elected annually to attest to accuracy and authenticity 
of the minutes and documents of the Board.  The position can be the EVP or General Counsel of the Association; The 
Secretary does not need to be a physician, if the Secretary is not a member of the senior management team of the 
Association, then he/she must be a member of the Board of Directors.  If the Secretary is not a member of the Board of 
Directors, he/she does not have a vote on matters before the Board. A nomination was made for Andrew MacLean, as 
General Counsel of the Association, to serve as Secretary. 
 
All of the above were congratulated and welcomed in their new roles. 

 

The motion was seconded 
and unanimously approved. 
 
The motion was seconded 
and unanimously approved.  
 
The motion was seconded 
and unanimously approved. 
 
The motion was seconded 
and approved unanimously. 
 
 

5.  Priority Presentations &  
     Topics 
 

a.  Resolution #1  
     Legalization of Marijuana  
     along with Board Policy  
     for Consideration of  
     Resolutions (attached) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Resolution #1 was previously approved at the Board to move onto the General Membership meeting. The policy states 
that any resolution approved by the membership at the Annual Session shall be placed on a consent agenda for the first 
meeting of the Board following the Annual Meeting. Mr. Smith referenced the 2012 Board Policy on resolutions which 
does not address resolutions brought forward by the Board.  Since the policy is not clear, Mr. Smith proposed an 
amendment to the policy, that if the Board submits a referendum and it is approved unamended at the General 
Membership meeting, is passes automatically becomes MMA policy without returning to the Board.  Discussion 
followed on the resolution itself.  What is the Association going to say if asked why we oppose it?  Mr. Smith responded:  
with information that we gathered, a SurveyMonkey with 700 responses; linkage to the State’s crisis in opiates; child 
and adolescent psychiatrist opposition to it as it is harmful to adolescents; the overall impact it has on minors even 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The motion was seconded 
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    b.  Statement on Reform of  
         the US Health Care System 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c.  President’s Retreat 
Nov.4-6, Press Hotel 

             Portland, Me  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.   Leadership Reports 
        a.  President; Charles 
              Pattavina, MD 
 
        b.  President-elect, Jabbar  
              Fazeli, MD 
              1.  New England  
                   Delegation Meeting  
                   September 16, 2016 
 

though it is technically limited to adults and the recurring themes at all 22 opioid forums across the state.    MMA’s role 
is to represent physicians in Maine.  Mr. Smith noted the state medical societies of Massachusetts and Arkansas oppose 
similar proposals, Arizona is neutral, California supports the ballot question, but opposes smoking of marijuana.  Mr. 
Smith has had conversations with most of these states.  A vote was made to call the question, with all in favor none 
opposed.  Motion on the floor was to approve the resolution by the General Membership Meeting. 
 
Mr. MacLean recognized Dr. Jarawan, Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee on Health Care Reform, as well as members of the 
committee, Drs. Cain, Fazeli and Gleaton for their dedicated work.  The purpose of the agenda item today is to discuss 
process not content. As a result of the Executive Committee meeting today it was noted the importance of receiving 
feedback with the results prepared for discussion at the November 4 Board meeting.  The Executive Committee is also 
recommending to the Board removal of the preliminary statement (lines 3-38), thus leaving just the statement.  Mr. 
MacLean will work with the staff to design a SurveyMonkey that will break down the content so members have an 
opportunity to demonstrate their agreement or disagreement on a scale and an area for general comments.  Lani 
Graham, MD, and co-chair of the MMA Public Health Committee shared that the origination of this document was 
encouraged by the Public Health Committee and that the Public Health Committee commended the work involved in 
defining the issues of medicine in Maine.  Philip Caper, MD, a member of the Public Health Committee and Ad Hoc 
Committee on Health System Reform shared the importance for physicians to take a position on the health care system 
with politics aside, advocating for a health care system that is good for physicians and for patients.  Dr. Caper noted this 
statement is largely aspirational consisting of a set of principles. 
 
Dr. Pattavina’s shared his goals for the Retreat is to follow up on the prioritization discussion and to set some new 
priorities.  He would like to emphasize professionalism; what we are going to do about it and how are we going to 
achieve this; transformation of the health care system will also be a topic of discussion. 
 
Mr. Smith noted the Retreat schedule will be similar to the past, with the Board Meeting at 4 pm on Friday, November 4 
followed by dinner on your own. Saturday we will meet from 8-12 with facilitator Carol Kelly. A Saturday evening 
Reception at 5:30 pm at the Press Hotel to be followed by a group dinner at a yet to be determined location.  Sunday 
morning will start with a family breakfast with the meeting from 8:30 – 12 noon. 
 
 
Dr. Pattavina reported on his activities since the Annual Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Fazeli reported on his participation (with Mr. MacLean) at the September 16 meeting of the New England Council of 
State Medical Societies and the New England Delegation to the AMA. 
 
 

and approved with three 
opposed. 
 
 
 
 
Monkey survey to be sent 
to membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
More detailed information 
on the November Retreat 
to be shared with Board 
members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Maine Medical Association                                                    BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Meeting Minutes October 5, 2016 
  

4 

 

Topic Discussion Action 

7.  Management Reports:  Mr.  
     Smith – Mr. MacLean –  
     Mr. Michaud – Ms. Lukas 
 

a.  Questions or comments 
from Board members on 
EVP Report; Mr. Smith 

 
1.  MACRA and MMA’s  
      Role 
 
 
 
 
2.  Revisit question 2 RE:  
     Tax Surcharge to fund  
     education 

 
        

 
Mr. MacLean's written COO report was included in the meeting materials. 
 
 
 
Informational. 
 
Mr. Smith shared that most of the work is being done by the AMA and specialty societies which he felt is the most 
appropriate way given the resources available. Mr. Smith acknowledged MMA staff must become better acquainted 
with the law and regulations as they evolve.     Individual practitioners specifically need more assistance as the larger 
employed physician organizations are addressing the issues for these physicians.  MMA can be a resource by placing 
information on our website.  Mr. Smith shared that MMA is going to have to be use the specialties that we do manage 
as conduits for some of the MACRA information.  The MACRA paper references more primary care issues. 
 
Mr. Smith noted that ads are being seen on this citizen initiative question, An Act to Establish a Fund to Advance Public 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 Education.  This initiative seeks to increase state aid to public schools by instituting a 
surcharge of 3% on Maine income taxes for those with household income over $200,000 a year.  At the August 5 Board 
Meeting it was voted to take no position on Question 2.  The main concern of MMA is the impact this would have on 
physician recruitment and retention in the state.  If this passes in Maine, Maine will have the 2nd highest income tax rate 
in the nation – California has the nation’s highest rate. 
 
Additional comments: 
Mr. Smith encouraged attendance at the MMA & Maine Health Management Annual Symposium on October 27 at the 
Holiday Inn by the Bay Inn by the Bay in Portland.  Mr. Smith recommended each board member invite colleagues and 
share the flyer in their office.  Visits www.mehmc.org/symposium to register for the event.  MMA Board members are 
invited to attend the dinner the evening prior, October 26 at the Portland Club (on State Street, to be confused with the 
Portland Country Club)  
 
Mr. Smith is pleased to announce that we have successfully recruited 2 co-chairs for the Legislative Committee.  Steven 
Meister, MD and Katherine Pope, MD. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MMA will place MACRA 
resources on our website. 
 
 
 
 
It was agreed that Mr. 
Smith will continue to 
repeat the statement that 
MMA is neither for nor 
against Question 2, but 
recognizes that its passage 
would make Maine the 2nd 
highest income tax state in 
the nation, and will have a 
negative impact on 
attracting and retaining 
physicians in the State. 
 
A motion was made and 
seconded to accept Drs. 
Meister & Pope as co-
chairs of the Legislative 
Committee.  The motion 
passed. 

b.  Financial Reports 
          Michael Parker, MD, Dieter  
          Kreckel, MD and Ms. Lukas 

1.  September Financials 

 
Dr. Parker noted that as of month end September the income is 87% of budget and tracking. The expenses are at 73% 
budget compared to 75% in 2015.   We expect to meet budget goal with respect to dues.  Increased income from Peer 
Review was noted. 
Annual Session financial report reflected an increase in expenses mostly with an increase of speaker’s expenses.  The 
Annual Session meals and entertainment expenses increased, although noted that 143 attended the banquet compared 

 
 

http://www.mehmc.org/symposium
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to an attendance of 117 in 2015.    The preliminary loss reflects $9,899 which is a bit less than 2015. 

 
8.  Evaluation of Meeting 

           
9.  Adjourn 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Meeting evaluation results on a scale of 1 to 10.  (1 being the worst and 10 being the best) 
                                                                          AVERAGE 7.28 
Meeting adjourned 6:15 pm. 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING 

Friday, November 4, 2016 
The Press Hotel, Portland, ME 

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
 

 
Submitted by:   Diane McMahon                  Approved by:  Robert Schlager, MD        Attested to: Andrew MacLean 
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Submitted by:  Diane McMahon         Approved by:   Jabbar Fazeli, MD 


