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Topic

Discussion

Action

1.. Call to Order
Determination of Quorum

Dr. Madden called the meeting to order at 4:02 pm, with a quorum confirmed. Dr. Madden noted a moment of silence
in the remarkable tragedies affecting our nation.

.

2. Board Chair Report
a. Executive Committee
Conference Call, October
2

Dr. Madden summarized the important aspects of the October 2 Executive Committee Conference Call. Myra Broadway,
former Executive Director of the Board of Nursing and an active member of the MPHP Advisory Committee has been
selected as the Interim Director upon Dr. Graham’s retirement on November 1. The goal will be to have a permanent
director in place as soon as possible. The Large Conference Room Renovation project is moving ahead with the main
goal having the building be ADA accessible. Other upgrades are to include AV, electronics and furnishings. An update of
the progress of this will be given at each meeting with a formal presentation scheduled for the January Board meeting.
The Annual Session Committee was discussed with the goal of recruiting more members to this committee under the
lead of Lisa Ryan, DO, Chair. The goal is to have at least two conference calls by year end. A SurveyMonkey on Annual
Sessions has already been sent to MMA membership.

Informational

The attached Op-ed was submitted, although it was not published.

informational

b. Op-ed submitted on ACA
Appeal
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3. Review and approval of
minutes of September 8,
2017.
4. Organization Meeting
a. Election of 3 at large
members to Executive
Committee.

5. Priority Presentation and
Topics:
• Consideration of
Senator Collins for AMA
Nathan Davis Award

b.

a)

Consideration of
position on MaineCare
Expansion Ballot
Initiative (Question 2)

Consideration of
Resolutions

The September 8, 2017 meeting minutes were presented for approval.

A motion was made to re-elect Drs. Flowerdew and McAllister as at-large members to the Executive Committee.
A motion was made to table the election of the 3rd at large member to the Executive Committee to the December 6
meeting.

Action
A motion was made to
accept the minutes,
motion seconded and
approved.
The motion was seconded
and unanimously
approved.
The motion to table the
election of the 3rd officer
was seconded and
approved.

The recommendation is to nominate Senator Collins for the Nathan Davis Awards for Outstanding Government Service.
These awards are the most prestigious honors extended to elected officials. MMA has successfully nominated
candidates in the past, Dora Mills, MD, MPH as Maine CDC Director and Governor John Baldacci. A motion was made to
nominate Senator Susan Collins for this award. Mr. MacLean will complete the awards application.

The motion was seconded
and unanimously
approved.

MMA has been asked to support Question 2 on Medicaid expansion. The position in the legislature has been clear for
some time. There is no fiscal note attached to this. If approved, MMA would do what we normally do, participate in the
work as the opportunity presents itself, i.e. speaking events. MMA does not contribute any funds to this campaign. Mr.
MacLean noted the difficulty working with the state since the departure of Kevin Flanigan, MD as MaineCare Director, a
position that remains unfilled. Concerns were expressed about wording of the legislation. Dr. Steele read the ballot
question. A motion was made that MMA endorse Question 2. A recommendation was made for Mr. MacLean to issue a
press release to make the public aware that MMA is in support of Question 2.

The motion on Question 2
was seconded and
unanimously approved.

Maine Equal Justice Partners has asked MMA to support (MMA would be listed with other groups in support) an ad
thanking Senators Collins and King that is planned to be placed in the Portland Press Herald. There is no financial
commitment attached to this. Discussion followed with concerns expressed if it would benefit or harm MMA. A motion
was made to support this letter. The motion was seconded.

The vote was 20 in favor
and 5 opposed. Motion
was approved.

The resolutions approved from the Annual Session were presented to the Board. A request was made on October 3 to
have Resolution #3, Support of Climate Change Policy be extracted and removed from the October 4 agenda for further
discussion at the December 6 Board meeting. A motion was made to remove Resolution #3 to discuss at the December
6 meeting.

The motion was seconded
and approved. Sponsor of
this resolution will be
invited to attend the
December 6 Board
meeting.
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A motion was made to adopt Resolution #1, Support of the Use of Science, Resolution #2, Support of Maintaining a
Strong and Vital Public Health Nurse Workforce in Maine and Resolution #4, Restoration of Funding for School Nurse
Program. Board Policy on Resolutions to be referred to the Bylaws Committee.
•

•

Physician-Assisted
Death Work Group
Report

Dr. Pattavina was pleased with the success of the Physician Assisted Death Work Group forum at the Annual Session.
He would welcome any comments. The work group has not met recently. The Massachusetts Medical Society did a
comprehensive survey and has offered to share with us. A few more meetings of the group will be scheduled. Dr.
Pattavina would like to schedule a few member forums around the state on Physician Assisted Death. His goal would be
to have one or more resolutions for the 2018 Annual Meeting.

Consideration of
Grants to be
considered

The grants are before the board to follow the protocoal established by the board to limit staff’s ability to accept grant
funded work greater than $10,000.

1.

Bingham
Foundation Grant

2.

SOPP Grant

.6. Leadership Reports
a. President; Dr. Pattavina
1. Extension of
Professionalism
Initiative (focus on
Physician Wellness &
Rebuilding
Relationships
(professional &
personal)

Action
The motion was seconded
and approved.
Bylaws Committee to
review Board Policy on
Resolutions.
Volunteers are welcome
to join this work group.

Ms. Kring presented an overview of the Bingham Grant. MMET has been asked to be the fiscal sponsor of this public
health grant, Maine Public Health Reimagined will engage issue and policy experts, key informants and stakeholders in
discussing what to build/rebuild to have the system work more efficiently for Maine residents to become healthier. This
grant is up to $30,000 and MMET would receive 8% of the total grants for the service of being a fiscal agent. The
contractor will provide the overview of the work for project consultants meeting creating a report and related materials
for education, engagement and advocacy. This provides the opportunity to demonstrate MMA’s mission to promote
the health of all Maine citizens and lead the public health community in moving. Maine forward. The 8% may not cover
the costs but notably MMA will be cultivating good will that could create additional opportunities in the future.
This is the second SOPP Grant that MMA has pursued with AMA and other national medical societies and state medical
societies to work on scope of practice issues. This grant will go the bottom line of advocacy for the home birth
collaborative symposium. This funding is available for other scope of practice issues in the next legislature.
A motion was made to accept the Bingham Foundation Grant and the Scope of Practice grant.

The motion was seconded
and unanimously
approved.

Dr. Pattavina felt the professionalism aspect of Annual Session was successful. This topic resonates well with many
people. He felt consideration should be given to having a follow up conference from the June event in Portsmouth, NH
although noting participation from the New Hampshire and Vermont medical societies was not strong.

Continue further
discussion on
professionalism.
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2. Ari Berman, MD
resignation

Action

Dr. Pattavina announced the resignation of Ari Berman, MD from the Board of Directors due to family commitments.

Dr. Berman was
recognized for his valuable
contributions to the
Board.

The Retreat will be held at the Portland Regency. Dr. Schlager would like to focus a portion of the Retreat on wellness
and what we can do as an organization in the interest of burnout and frustrations. Dr. Schlager noted he continues to
see a disappearance of collegial relationships, He noted the lack of simply sitting around a table to talk to our colleagues
with a cocoon type of atmosphere that is seen today. The goal would be to focus on ways to develop relationships and
engage people to have a stake in their wellness.

Informational

Dr. Parker noted that expenses are stable. The membership dues budget of $615,000 is short by $37,000 now, but the
staff is working hard to meet the budget goal. Mr. Smith is actively in contact with a few groups who have not yet paid.
Dr. Parker reviewed the income areas of concerns as we enter the last quarter of th year. Annual Session expenses are
about $7500 over budget, which is less of a deficit than in previous years. Ms. Lukas will share additional information
on specifics of the areas over budget.

The details on the finances
for the 2017 Annual
Session will be referred to
the Annual Session
Committee

b. EVP Report

Mr. Smith’s EVP report was noted.

Informational.

c. COO Report: Andrew
MacLean

Mr. MacLean noted the MPHP transition of Dr. Graham’s position due to retirement, as previously noted above. MMA
Staff is scheduled to have another Staff Retreat in December as part of the preparation for the transitioning of Mr.
Smith’s role. Carol Kelly is the facilitator for the Retreat.

Informational.

b. President-elect: Robert
Schlager, MD
a. President’s Retreat
March 9-11, 2018

7. Management Reports
a. Finance Report; Dr.
Parker & Ms. Lukas
1.. September Financials

8.. Evaluation of Meeting
9. Adjourned.

Meeting evaluation results on a scale of 1 to 10. (1 being the worst and 10 being the best)
AVERAGE 7.58
Meeting adjourned at 5:56 pm.

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, December 6, 2017
MMA Headquarter
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Submitted by Diane McMahon

Approved by Amy Madden, MD

Attested by Andrew MacLean
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